
WD8IEL:
The Chelsea Amateur Radio Club

More than 30 years 
of service and fellowship



Amateur Radio?
!ƳŀǘŜǳǊ wŀŘƛƻ ƛǎΧ

An International Community, with a history:
1864 ςInternational Telegraphic (now Telecommunications) Union formed

1901 ςMarconi transmits a signal across the Atlantic

1912 ςFirst US Amateur Radio Licenses

1914 ςARRL formed (more about them later)

1925 ςInternational Amateur Radio Union formed in ITU, w/ARRL a member

1934 ςFCC begins to regulate Amateur Radio in the US.

Χ

2000 ς3 Million Hams in more than 200 countries around the world

http:www.wd8iel.net
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!ƳŀǘŜǳǊ wŀŘƛƻ ƛǎΧ

A Regulated Federal Service:
ά!ƳŀǘŜǳǊ wŀŘƛƻ ƛǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ όC//ύ 
under the Communications Act of 1934. It is also subject to numerous international 
agreements. All Amateur Radio operators must be licensed. In the U.S. there are 
three license classes. Each successive level of license comes with an expansion of 
privileges.

ά9ŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŜŀŎƘ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
FCC, license exams are given by volunteer groups of Amateur Radio operators. 
Operating under organizations called Volunteer Examiner Coordinators, volunteers 
administer and grade tests and report results to the FCC, which then issues the 
license. U.S. licenses are good for 10 years before renewal, and anyone may hold 
one except a representative of a foreign government.  (ARRL)
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!ƳŀǘŜǳǊ wŀŘƛƻ ƛǎΧ

A Public Service Resource:
ά!ƳŀǘŜǳǊ ǊŀŘƛƻ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǘƻ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ aŀƴŀƎŜǊǎ 
across the country and around the world!Washtenaw County is fortunate to 
have hundreds of dedicated "ham radio" operators and several 
communications systems in place that jump into action whenever a large-scale 
crisis takes place... especially during times of severe weather.

ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ о ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ōǳǘ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜŘ !ƳŀǘŜǳǊ wŀŘƛƻ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ ŀƴŘ 
several communications systems (called "repeaters") that are in place in 
²ŀǎƘǘŜƴŀǿ /ƻǳƴǘȅΧ όWashtenaw Emergency Management Division)
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Skywarn

άSkywarnis a volunteer partnership 
established by the National Weather 
Service and advanced by local 
emergency managers across the 
nation that utilizes FCC licensed 
amateur radio operators who take 
additional severe weather detection 
training and report severe weather 
events as they happen and in real 
time... using established 
communications links (called "nets") 
with county Emergency Operations 
Centers which are in direct contact 
with weather service meteorologists. http:www.wd8iel.net
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http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://acares.reiselt.com/field2008/SKYWARN.gif&imgrefurl=http://acares.reiselt.com/index2.html&usg=__HhGbuLbAZ6fH6BEhNpvGVRBq0IA=&h=1064&w=1020&sz=88&hl=en&start=3&um=1&tbnid=EBFc67KDaOGXmM:&tbnh=150&tbnw=144&prev=/images?q=skywarn&hl=en&safe=off&rls=com.microsoft:en-us:IE-SearchBox&rlz=1I7IRFA_en&sa=N&um=1
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://blog.oregonlive.com/weather/2008/04/large_SkywarnFunnelCloud.jpg&imgrefurl=http://blog.oregonlive.com/weather/2008/04/weather_spotters_wanted.html&usg=__WElbmLWLOzjnOv2PYBWQSK2mptU=&h=331&w=453&sz=23&hl=en&start=16&um=1&tbnid=QfHCB3dQbyWagM:&tbnh=93&tbnw=127&prev=/images?q=skywarn&hl=en&safe=off&rls=com.microsoft:en-us:IE-SearchBox&rlz=1I7IRFA_en&sa=N&um=1


RACES

ά¢ƘŜ wŀŘƛƻ !ƳŀǘŜǳǊ /ƛǾƛƭ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ όw!/9{ύ ǿŀǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ 
Communications Commission Rules and Regulations, as part of the amateur radio 
service. The mission of RACES is to establish and maintain the leadership and 
organizational infrastructure necessary to provide amateur radio communications in 
support of emergency management entities throughout the United States and its 
territories.
άw!/9{ ƛǎ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅκŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ 
governmental communications systems have sustained damage or when additional 
communications are required or desired. Situations that RACES can be used include: 
natural disasters, technological disasters, civil disorder, nuclear/chemical incidents, acts 
of terrorism or enemy attack.
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ARES

The Amateur Radio Emergency Service is a national, voluntary organization of FCC 
licensed Hams -special radio operators who provide communications in an emergency 
and are organized through the American Radio Relay League. This group has provided 
emergency communications services for everything from shipwrecks, to the disaster of 9-
11, Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, firestorms, ice storms, search & rescue operations.

Because each radio station operator is independent but still can talk to each other, it 
ǿƻǊƪǎΧΦ

ω Even when the phones are down

ω When there is no fax machine

ω The internet is gone

ω ¢ƘŜ άǘǊǳƴƪ ƭƛƴŜέ ƛǎ ƧŀƳƳŜŘ

ω And the cell phone is dead http:www.wd8iel.net
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!ƴŘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘƛǎΚ Ą

The American Radio Relay League (ARRL) is the largest 
membership association of amateur radio enthusiasts in the USA. 

The ARRL represents the interests of amateur radio operators 
before federal regulatory bodies, provides technical advice and 
assistance to amateur radio enthusiasts, and supports a number of 
educational programs throughout the country. The ARRL has 
approximately 152,000 members. In addition to members in the 
US, the organization claims over 7,000 members in other 
countries. 
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ARRL Special Service Clubs

ά¢ƘŜ !ww[ ƛǎ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ ŀŦŦƛƭƛŀǘŜŘ Ŏƭǳōǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜȄŎŜƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦ /ƭǳōǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
go the extra mile to provide on-going training and support for the benefit of their 
community, fall into the Special Service Club category. These extraordinary groups 
actively pursue all aspects of Amateur Radio including: 

ÅNew Ham Development and Training; 

ÅPublic Relations; 

ÅEmergency Communications; 

ÅTechnical Advancement; 

ÅOperating Activities;

ÅAnd more..

Chelsea ARC is proud to be an ARRL Special Service Club!
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So what do We DO? 
- A LOT!

HamfestCalendar LinksManchester Canoe RaceSun. May 17
Chelsea Fair ParadeSat. August 29MLK Day MarchMonday 
January 19Memorial Day ParadeMonday May 25CARC 
Picnic Sat. August 29SkywarnTraining Sat. March 14Ham Radio 
Swap ChelseaSun. June 7Winter Spotter TrainingThurs. Oct. 29
Michigan QSO PartySat. April 18Field Day June 27 & 28Chelsea 
Spook Patrol October 30 & 31SkywarnTraining Sat. May 9One 
HelluvaRide Sat. July 11Holiday Light ParadeSat. December 5
Dayton ARROW Bus TripSat. May 16MS150 Bike TourJuly 11 & 
12CARC Holiday DinnerHeart & Soul Run/WalkSat. May 16
Manchester Chicken Broil¢ƘǳǊǎΦ Wǳƭȅ мсΧhttp:www.wd8iel.net
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http://wd8iel.net/hfestswaplst.htm
http://wd8iel.net/hfestswaplst.htm
http://wd8iel.net/hfestswaplst.htm
http://wd8iel.net/canoe.htm
http://wd8iel.net/cparade.htm
http://wd8iel.net/mlkday.htm
http://wd8iel.net/memday_parade.htm
http://wd8iel.net/picnic.htm
http://wd8iel.net/picnic.htm
http://wd8iel.net/skywtxt.htm
http://wd8iel.net/skywtxt.htm
http://wd8iel.net/skywtxt.htm
http://wd8iel.net/hamfest.htm
http://wd8iel.net/hamfest.htm
http://www.miqp.org/
http://wd8iel.net/fieldday.htm
http://wd8iel.net/spook.htm
http://wd8iel.net/spook.htm
http://wd8iel.net/skywtxt.htm
http://wd8iel.net/skywtxt.htm
http://wd8iel.net/skywtxt.htm
http://www.aabts.org/ohr
http://www.aabts.org/ohr
http://www.aabts.org/ohr
http://www.aabts.org/ohr
http://ms150.moses.bz/
http://wd8iel.net/HSWR.htm
http://wd8iel.net/chibro.htm


²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΧ
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²Ŝ Ǉƭŀȅ ǊŀŘƛƻΧ

http:www.wd8iel.net
145.45- 100hz PL Chelsea
146.98- 100hz PL Manchester 
224.160- Sylvan Twp.
443.575+100hz PL Sylvan Twp (C/MAN)

http://wd8iel.net/index.htm


We practice emergency 
ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎΧ
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{ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƛǘΩǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ 
CƛŜƭŘ 5ŀȅΧ
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{ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƛǘΩǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ 
ŀ /ŀƴƻŜ wŀŎŜΧ
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Or a Chicken Broil.
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²Ŝ ƘŜƭǇ ƪŜŜǇ tŀǊŀŘŜǎ ǎŀŦŜΧ
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